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The “Courier ress," a ‘daily Buffalo, New Tork 
newspaper, 1 on 5/6/69 that HOSEA L. WILLIAMS, an 
organizer for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

SCLC), will be the principal speaker at a meeting for 

lack committed candidates” at 9:00 PM on 5/16/69 at the 
Deliwood Ballroom, Main and Utica Streets, Buffalo, New 
York. This meeting is to serve as a reception for several 
local candidates for elections for the position of City 
Councilman and County Legislator in the fall of 1969 and 
—4 1 dy the Citizens — for Black Committed 
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DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


BIRMINGHAM, ALASAMA, MAY FIFTEEN - SIXTEEN, SIXTYNINE$ RACIAL MATTERS. : 
ey ve 
REMYTEL EARLIER THIS MORNING. | . 
DEMONSTRATORS MAINTAINED ALL NIGHT VIGIL AT JEFFERSON COUNTY: 


FOOD STAMP OFFICE. 
AT EIGHT AM TODAY BUT DEMONSTRATORS BLOCKED ENTRANCE THERETO. AFTER 
WARNINS TO DISPERSE, TWENTYFIVE DEMONSTRATORS WERE ARRESTED BY 


FOOD STAMP OFFICE WAS DUE TO BE OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


BIRMINGHAM POLICE BEGINNING AT NINE ZERO EIGHT AM TODAY, ON CHARGE OF 
VIOLATING CITY FIRE CODE - OBSTRUCTING ENTRY TO PUSLIC BUILDING, AND 
TAKEN TO CITY JAIL. DEMORSTRATORS WHO DID NOT BLOCK OFFICE AND NOT 
ARRESTED DISPERSED ABOUT TEN AM TODAY. 


IDENTITIES CF ARRESTEES BEING ASCERTAINED. OBSERVED AMONG 
DEMONSTRATORS BY BUAGENTS WAS ROBERT JOHNSON, SCLC ACTIVIST, BELIEVED 
OF GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI, WHO WAS ARRESTED ON NIGHT OF MAY THIRTEEN 


3 END PAGE ONE — 7777 2 
: wis 22 MA. sv» — 
ae x 2-7 pore oe rae J 
,, aun . 
EIN 
& 5 MAY 2 61069 — 4527 age pee 


54 te N W355 4F 


‘ « A. & ’ = 2 >» : . N — 
S Teer rerennrer 
a ; Sy * * > * x . 2 . 2 * 8 


Nr N rer 
me re 2 . Fp, . he. Eee * * 22 „ 6 2 a: n° A 
ae ate ier 96. 4 5, Bae 2 ~ © ree” SHEP Je at — 
c eth Bg ONTO Ee 
: . 9 * * N - N — 2 „* 22 


5 
N . 


PAT 


2 “Bea, oy 


crate J 
ge at, 


ar 5 5 


sid UI nE. ron A e IN A 


IF HE 
ALL tech 


gett ane. 422 


‘DA 
OF DEVELOPMENTS 10, n 


— sored 


* 
* 
ae 
92 


* 


. 765. 


. 


5 
. 


m. Uin foros. Ain GOPIES 


. :2*. Aw eo” 0 N 7 
7 


949424 „ 5 * 


N. 4 2 


* >: —— 
hee 


ae an sete a one 3 
. NN bt BAS 


- . 
* A “ 
* ‘#f 775 & > : 
* 8902 
* 4 * sa 4 
7 . 22 „ . 
Kian? * vei a4 0 


Lick . 707 12605 ar. 11 


ee PEE 
vas anions ‘THOSE "ARRESTED THIS 
Law EhFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND ant L 


1 11 ant aval? 
ee + eter . 2 2 


1277 Ay oe 
tte TO A 28 re | 
nt 1 vat 


. * 1 · ee 


See Pes * "Tite! 


B Wr 1 eet: 
- hk. 8 


8a . 
age ee i: A “ane oe 
e. 
‘tes 1222 1 * 7 4 „ 


. 


— * 
9000 K * 


hed * 
5 1 * A * as . ie 7 4 e 
ere 


ar gk co rae ry * . 52 aes * 7 35 5 


* 


4 ＋ a | 


yee: 7. 
1 2 Be pie pe ea 


— * 727 


„* 
„ 


ee 


2 * : 
oF 215 es +t, 84 — n: ore 8 


~wre —ů — — 


— 2 A 22. ee 


— 


: Le 
er 
* es sf 
. ge? — See 
S ote wee > pigs 4 7 = 


ia,” j 34 6 
4 . 2 
3 ad ES S| Te 


ie 


8 * 
FD-36 (Rev. 822-00 
e 6 


FBI 
Date: §/14/69 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (187-115) 


7 DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITIES BY 

() SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 
MAY 7 - 8, 1969 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copies 
of a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination. 
Also enclosed for the Bureau are two (2) copies of FD-376. 


Copies of this letterhead memorandum have been 
disseminated locally to military intelligence agencies, 
U. 8. Attorney, Birmingham, and the U. 8. Secret Service, 
Birmingham. Copies are also being disseminated to the 
Atlanta and Mobile Offices for information. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


INISUNCLASSIFIED =. 
„ pa VSL 


Atlanta (Enc. 113 (100-5718) (Info) 


1 ~ Mobile (Enc. 1) n 
2 — Birmingham (1-157-115) 
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Tee SO UNI. „ STATES DEPARTMENT OF 9. 5TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 : 


File No. May 14, 1969 RE; DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
Director . ACTIVITIES BY SOUTHERN 
United States Secret Service CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
Department of the Treasury CONFERENCE , BIRMINGHAM, 
Washington, D. C. 20220 , ALABAMA, MAY 7-8, 1969 


Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. O Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 


“ 


O Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. 


OD Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. 8. 


U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 


[_] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 


(a) U Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) [(_) Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(e) (_) Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 


6. (—] Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. — 
7. X Of possible interest to Secret Service. 


Photograph [Q has been furnished [O enclosed [J is not available 
(_] may be available through 


Very truly yours, 


; Moar 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S. Secret Service, Birminghas 


Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, thie transmittal form 
| becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 
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ao STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Birminghas, Alabama 
May 14, 1969 . 


RE: DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITIES BY 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 


At approximately 12:15 p.m., May 7, 1969, a total 
of 22 Negroes left Kelly Ingram Park, downtown Birminghas, 
and marched through downtown Birmingham area carrying signs 
attacking poverty, etc. They returned to Kelly Ingram Park 
without incident anddispersed at approximately 1:30 p. n. 


b20 


urnishe ollowing 
Ormation on May J, : ; 


On the night of May 7, 1969, approximately 
120 to 125 Negroes marched from about 8:50 p.m. until 
10:00 p.m. in downtown Birmingham, near the A. G. Gaston 
Motel. There were no incidents or violence during the 
march. 


The “Birmingham Post Herald", a daily newspaper 
for May 8, 1969, printed a story indicating approximately 
175 Negroes staged a one and a half hour “freedom march” 
through downtown Birmingham on the night of May 7, 1969. 
This newspaper said one of the marchers spoke out against 
the donation given by A. 6. Gaston, wealthy Birminghan 
businessman, to the fund for the family of a recently slain 
Birmingham Police Officer Azell Harris. This article said 
the group was closely guarded by police and at one point 
they assembled at the Gaston Motel which is owned by A. G. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITIES BY 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
MAY 7 8, 1969 3 


Gaston. One of the marchers with a bullhorn told the 
crowd do not lose our heads, we cannot afford to lose 
our heads and get mad”. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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: SUBJECT: SCLC ACTIVITY, DATE Jo“ % 3 oat | 
CHLRLESTON, 8 . 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


— 
— Re Memphis te le type to Bureau, dated 5/10/69, and 
AF Jackson teletype to Bureau, dated 5/10/69. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an LHM 
re captioned matter. One copy of LHM is being furnished to 
USA, Oxford, Miss., USA, Jackson, Miss., Secret Service, 
Jackson, Miss., and OSI, Jackson, Miss. Two copies of 
LHM is being furnished MIGp, Jackson, Miss. Also, an 
information copy is being furnished Atlanta, „ 
Columbia and Memphis Divisions. | 


Appropriate locate, state and Federal authorities 
have been advised of all pertinent information obtained in 
this matter. 


Bureau (Enc. 100 5 
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1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) (RM) (inte 
1 - Jackson 
MPM:bal 
(7) ner: ACSI, * OSI;SEC. 
: 789. 3 NMMO 


. dost 722 


: nad W 
Be 
ao e = ¢ 3 


n 


() 
“i 4 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
May 14, 1969 


ji 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP ALL |NFORMATION CONTAINt 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) ACTIVITY, — HEREIN Is UNCLASSIFIED 


CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA DATE [oa BV Arson 
cet bos /I 735 


On May 10, 1969, my 7D 
— Greyhound Bus Company, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised that R. B. Cottonreader, Field 


Representative, Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), had chartered a Greyhound Bus to transport 
individuals from Winona, Mississippi, to Charleston, 
South Carolina. 


7 He ae 
J ** 


98 


570 


i - oe oooh © 


advised that the travelers 
were from Marks, Batesville and Winona, Mississippi, 
with the bus to arrive Birmingham, Alabama, at 10:00 P.M., 
May 10, 1969, plus a stop at Atlanta, Georgia, to arrive 
Charleston, South Carolina, 9:00 A.M., May 11, 1969. 


E 


On 10, 1969 
Batesville, Mississippi, b7D 
stated that the SCLC chartered bus departed Batesville, 
Mississippi, en route to Grenada and Winona, Mississippi, 


to pick additional persons from Mississippi to travel 
to — South Carolina. advised that 


R. Bo“Cottonreader was the spokesman for the group and in 
charge of the bus. BOT CAL el, 


/00- ¥36794- 268), 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) ACTIVITY, 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 


GES 6011 100: Cottonreader as Negro 
male, date of birth July 14, 1931, 5 feet, 11 inches, 
141 pounds, slender build, and active in SCLC for 
approximately three years. 


Greyhound Bus, number 1246 
was located at Winona, Mississippi. 
bus, with 23 adults including seven women and no 


e ren, had departed Marks, Mississippi, at 2:45 P. M., 
May 10, 1969; had departed Batesville, Mississippi, 3:40 P. M.; 
had departed Grenada, Mississippi, 4:50 P.M. He advised that 


the group was under the supervision of R. B. Cottonreader 
Ce hee a 1969 Plymouth, four-door, 
green vinyl over grey, 1969 Mississippi license 22C-4123. 


— sc 2tec that the bus would travel from b 
Winona, Mississippi, to Birmingham, Alabama, via Route 78, 

then to Atlanta, Georgia, via Routes 20, 278 and 78, to 

arrive Charleston, South Carolina at 9:00 A.M., May 11, 1969. 


pean 
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Prior to the departure of the bus at 6:10 P. M., 
from Winona, Mississippi, R. B. Cottonreader and bus 
passengers, Major/Wfight, James~Phipps and Reverend L. C. 
Coleman, were intervieved and all advised that all 23 persons 
aboard the bus were personally known to them. They further 
stated that none of the 23 persons were armed or had an inclinatic 
to or propensity for violence. 
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advised that he had seen no veapons, 
nor had heard any conversations from the passengers which 
were militant or aggressive. 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, » CINCRMATT (157-2865) (C) 


vd 

SUBJECT: MARCH BY TIA 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE . 
DAYTON, OHIO, ~— | 
5/10/68 


Re CI tels, 5/6,8 and 10/69, and CI airtel, 


5/12/69. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of 
an LHM captioned as above. One copy each of LHM pois 
0; 


disseminated locally to OSI, Wright Patterson AFB, Oh 

NISO, Columbus, Ohio; 109th MI Group, Columbus, Ohio, 

and Secret Service, Cincinnati, Ohio. One information 
copy being sent to each receiving office. 
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In forma tion concerning individuals 1 1 


kknown to have participated in march, will be channeled 
to individual case files with informant report or 


were not previously known to this office; individual 
case files will be opened. 5 


CI 157-2885 
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UNE STATES DEPAMs ie Nb OOF J UZ TICE 


FEDERAL RUKRRAL OF INVESTIGATION 


Cine inna ti, Ohio | MMI 


May 1“, 1565 


RE: MARCA BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSEIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), 
Mx; 10, 1969 


„„ 


The SCLC, Dayton, Ohio, plan to march on May 10 
1969, to protest the low salaries and poor working conditions 
of Negro kitchen help at Good Samaritan Hospital, Dayton, 
Ohio. The marchers plan to form at Riverview Park and pro- 
ceed to Good Samaritan Hcspital, both Dayton, Ohio. 


—.— to source, Ralph David Abernathy, leader 
of SCLC, tentatively scheduled to lead march depending on 
his commitments, If Abernathy cannot participate, other 
SCLC leaders will substitute. Abernathy allegedly scheduled 
to be in Washington, D. C. May 11, 1969, purpose unknow, 


Allegedly, SCLC in near future will start 
pressuring churches to contribute 8500, 000, 000 to support 
people in the ghettos. 


— bb 


advised SCLU re vec parade permit to mar the streets 
from Riverview Park to Good Samaritan 1 both Dayton, 
Ohio, beginning at 1:00 PM on May 10, 1969. The rally will 
begin at the park at 10:00 AM, speskers and activities un- 
known to date, The SCLC organizers expect 2000 people. 

The march, which will cover a distance of over two ailes, 
will be through 13 white neighborhoods and business 
areas, which will be crowded with Saturday shoppers. 
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RE: MARCH BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


CONFERENCE (SCLC) MAY 10, 1969 


According to olice will only handle traffic 
and the sto ae will handle security. 570 


_—— their office has received in- 

formation tha parade marshals are militant, and 

22 will be carrying guns, As of this date he "has no 
rmation that any trouble is being a. 


, that militant 
roes ral State 
versity, all Ohio, will handle security for the march 
— act as parade marshals. Many of the militante who ‘will 
be handling security, have had training in judo and 
disarming methods, and will be carrying guns. 


A meeting is scheduled on the evening of May 8, 
1969, between SCLC leaders and marshals to finalize p ans. 


who 
has furnished re orma advised 
he determined militant Negroes will efi to control 
the march and possibly cause trouble in all-white areas 
along the route of march. 


2 
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av 


rnathy, leader of SCLC, will appear in Dayton for 
the march, 


that it is 
highly un y will appear 
in on for the 3 Apoarentiy SCLC leaders 
Dayton are aware of this, and are no longer oe an all 
out effort to 38 the march. Source of belief march 
will have little support from the Negro community in Dayton, 
and for all practical purposes, it will be a failure. 
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CONE WII 


RE: MARCH BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


CONFERENCE (SCLC) MAY 10, 1969 


On May 10, ———— supra, advised 
rally held at Riverside Pa tween 11:00 AM and 12:00 
noon, The march began at 12:00 noon with approximately . 2 


60 marchers, including parade marshals and security 
guards, Upon arrival at Good Samaritan Hospital, marchers 


133 for approximately 45 minutes, and then dispersed. 


stated that no incidents occurred, and no one 
ted as a result of the march, 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER MC- 
OMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS OF 

THE FBI, IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE 
FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; 
IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 
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IN VIEW OF FOREGOING, I RENEW RECOMMENDATION THAT NO 
PRELIMINARY CIVIL RIGHTS INQUIRY BE UNDERTAKEN AT THIS TIME ON 


Droit. LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM FOLLOWS. b7¢ 
AIR MAIL COPY TO ATLANTA. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-115) 


DEMONSTRATION BY HERN SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN ia ° 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ENCE (SCLC) „ 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


BASAL artes 
* IC off 7 


POLICE DEPARTMENT; wer INFORMA ON CU Algen A 
CHARLES FINCHER - victims -HEREINISUNCLASSIFIED * 
N — RIGHTS DATE]0-0-@ BV SA 


Re Birmingham teletypes to Bureau 5-14-69. S 732 * cos / 
Enclosed to the Bureau are 15 copies of a a self-explanatory 
letterhead memorandum; two copies of LHM enclosed to Atlanta and 


one each for ae Jackson for information. 
E Bureau (enc. 15) Ong AGENCY: CRD, — TJU, e, CD, 
— Atlanta (info.) (end. E ACSI 
1 = Memphis (info.) (enc. 1) HOW R: 
1 Jackson (info.) (enc. 1) 
Birmingham 
157-115 
G4 New 
100-5356 (Perry Owen Carlisle) 
157-3370 (Johnny Burrell) 
157- (Collins Harris) 
157- - (Joseph Lester Hankerson) 
(Andrew Hooker) 
(Robert Johnson) 


(Victor Woods) 
(Joe Hammond) 
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Ink COPY AND COPY OF ENCI FILED IN Gu, 


BH 157-115 


*. i" "  Qhe Civil Rights Section may desire to note 2 
the numerous previous teletypes and letterhead memoranda — 
from Birmingham concerning the continuing SCLC demonstra- 
tions in Birmingham since early April, 1969. Including 
the two arrests of 5-13-69, there have been a total of 

17 arrests to date in connection with these demonstrations. 
It is expected that the demonstrations and arrests will 
continue indefinitely and unquestionably the officers — 
and demonstrators will give conflicting accounts of any 
incidents which occur. Under these circumstances 
Birmingham does not feel that the complaint of a 470 
deserves a preliminary civil rights investigation. 0 

no such investigation is be ing undertaken. 3 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF )OSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1400 = 2121 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
May 14, 1969 


DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), — 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

MAY 13, 1969 / 


— ALABAMA, 


POLICE DEPARTMENT; 
ROBERT JOHNSON; 
CHARLES FINCHER - VICTIMS 


57e. 


570 


At about 7:00 p. n., Hay 13, 489, 133 of 
known SCLC workers, together with a group of ;. a 
approximately 150 individuals gathered at the:Tri#ity 
Baptist Church, 328 - 4th Court North, Birmingham, 
Alabama. The pastor af that church, Reverend J. IL. 
Ware, refused to perail the SCL@ leaders use of his- 
church building for a meeting. e SCLC leaders 
conducted the meeting on the steps OF the church 
building. Observed were Rerry Owen Carlisle, better 
known as “Mobile Fats“ o 93 together with ~ 
known SCLC people: . 
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RE: DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), 
MAY 13, 1969 


Collins Harris 

Johnny Burrell 
Joseph Lester Hankerson 
Andrew Hooker 

Robert Johnson 

Victor Woods 

Joe Hammond 


About 7:10 p.m., three white persons arrived 
in a Volkswagen Karmann Ghia, bearing Alabama license 
1A-83086. The speaker on the church steps stated that 
these three white individuals were Vista workers. 

About 8:00 p.m., after several talks, the group lined up 


in a column of two's and began to march through the 
8 undi hetto area. A head count — 
r there were 156 marchers at 
1s point. out 8:45 p.m., at Graymont Avenue and 
First Street West, SCLC worker Robert Johnson was 
arrested for assaulting a police officer, and a second 
Negro male, name not then available, was arrested for 
interfering with anc er in the performance of his 
dut 


6 


5 
Ne ers returned to the point of origin and disbanded 


about 10:00 pom 


A approximately 10:35 p. n., May 13, 1969, 
one TT :21< phoned the Birmingham 
Office o = stating he had called the Washington 


Headquarters of the FBI and had been referred to the 
local office. He stated he jis commonly known by his 
middle name 9 


0 adil | ty 
N 


„ 


„ 


. s Tollowing: 


There were about 300 marchers in the above- 
mentioned demonstration escorted by about twelve 
motorcycle officers. The purpose of his call was to 
make a report of “police harassment" in connection 
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RE: DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), 
MAY 13, 1969 


with two arrests made during the demonstration and 
he desired that the FBI stop harassment of SCLC marchers 
by Birmingham Police. 


enn that about 8:45 p.m. the 
line of marchers, two abreast, were on Graymont Avenue. 
When the marchers started across 5th Street (note 
later indication that this was First Street), two 
motorcycle police officers, one motorcycle bearing number 
236 and the other motorcycle bearing number 258, started 
"running through the lines." These officers ran their 
motorcycles through the line of marchers twi and then 
arrested Robert Johnson and Cha s Finchum 
| The officers 

aimed the arrestees had tried to pu e officers from 
their motorcycles. stated that it was not true 
the arrestees had tried to pull the officers from the 
motorcycles but that this was merely an excuse to arrest 
the two persons. There were no injuries of any kind to 
any of the marchers, or, as far as he knew, to any of 
the police officers. SCLC is attempting to make bond 
for the two arrested individuals so that they might get 


out of the Birmingham City Jail. bab 


The marchers left the Trinity Baptist Church, 
two abreast, headed west on 4th Court, turning north 
on Center Street and west on Graymont Avenue, into 


the west section of Birmingham. When the marchers 
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RE: DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), 
MAY 13, 1969 


approached First Street, they were on the south side 

of Graymont Avenue and the escorting motorcycle officers 
were alongside the marchers and also on Graymont Avenue. 
Without warning, the marchers turned north on First Street 
and blocked the escorting officers from continuing west 
on Graymont. 
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Date: 5/16/69 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


San oe 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-115) 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

SOUTHERN CHRIST 1 AN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA., 5/15-16/69 
aw 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an 
LHM suitable for dissemination. Also enclosed for Bureau 
are 2 copies of FD-376. 


Copies of this LHM have been disseminated 
locally to Military Intelligence agencies, USA, Birminghan, 
and U. S. Secret Service, Birmingham. Copies are also 


being disseminated to the Atlanta, Mobile, and Jackson 
Offices for information. 
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UNIT£D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
May 16, 1969 


* Ne 157-115 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


? HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
1 | DATE [0-2- 


DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP os 
CONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, MAY 15-16, 1969 7 


On May 15 and 16, 1969, FBI Agents observed 
the following: 


’ A mass meeting sponsored by the SCLC was held 
at St. Paul A. M. E. Church, Birmingham, on the evening 
1 of May 15, 1969. About 9:45 p. n., approximately 110 
( demonstrators left the church in SCLC bus and cars, 

ae stopping at the Jefferson County Food Stamp office. 

8 After leaving the bus and cars at the Food Stamp Office, 
8 demonstrators marched through the downtown streets. 

il They marched by the 16th Street Baptist Church, where 
Roy Wilkins of the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People had spoken earlier, chanting 
“Whose side are you on, Roy?" They marched back to the 
ae Food Stamp Office and lay down around same in a light, 

s drizzling rain, where they remained all night. 


— 2 — 


15 About 8 a. n., May 16, 1969, several of the 
( marchers blocked the entrance to the Food Stamp Office, 
Mg and they were arrested and taken to the Birmingham City 
; Jail. 


In the late evening of May 15th, Robert Johnson, 
; SCLC worker, was observed driving a 1964 station wagon, 
believed to be a Buick Special, following the line of 
SCLC marchers. This car bore 1969 Alabama tag 1-84781, 
which is issued to T. K. Nelson, 1656 - 19th Street 8. . 
; The current Birmingham City Directory reflects T. K. 
Nelson and wife Mamie k. live at 1656 - 19th Street 8. v., 
' Birmingham, and he is employed as a miner by the Edward 
ee Corporation. 


This document contains neither recommendations 

nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed 


your agency. 45092 
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FBI-COLUMBI 


TO DIRECTOR (100-438794), WFOC100-42300), ATLANTA (100-3718) 
AWD RICHMOND (1300-10241) 
FROM COLUMBIA (100-28) 
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COMINFIL SCLC, IS - C 


5 
) TODAY RALPH D. ABERWATHY DEPARTED CHARLESTON VIA EASTERW® 


AIRLIWES FLIGHT FIVE SEVEN ZERO, EIGHT ZERO FIVE A.M. TO ARRIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. NIWE FIFTEEN A.M. WO FURTHER ITINERARY KNOWN 
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202 T EDT DEFERRED 5/22/69 VSC 


TO DIRECTOR 100-4368794 AND RICHMOND 100-1024 1 
FROM ATLANTA 100-10518 


COMINFIL. SCLC. RM 3 Is-C. 


RE RICHMOND TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MAY TWENTYFIRST, "SIXTYNIWE, 


CAPTIONED “SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, SM-SCLC®. 


AS OF MAY TWENTYSECOND, "SIXTYNINE, ATLANTA HAS NO INFO 
RE PURPOSE OF RALPH b. ABER WAT V 's VISIT TO DANVILLE, VIRGINIA, 
MAY TWENTYFOURTH-TWENTYFIFTH, °SIXTYNINE. P 
END 
IAR 
FBI WASH DC ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Buffalo file 157-790) 


COMQINIST INFILTRATION OF 
{CHRISTIAN 
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Re Buffalo letter to Bureau, 5/9/69. 


Referenced letter mentioned HOSEA L. WILLIAM, 
ganizer for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
SCLC), would be: the principal Speaker at a meetins, for 
black committed candidates,” on (69. WILLIAMS 
failed to attend the meeting. Information contained in 
the 5/17/69 edition of the Buffalo Evening Neus, a daily 
Buffalo, New Tork newspaper, indicated that WILLIAMS 
sent a tele expressing regret he could not make the 
appearance Buffalo, and explained that Reverend RALPH BD. 
ABERNATHY was sending him to Birminzghan, Alabana, 
following numerous arrests in that city. 
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600 


332 Auburn Ave., N. E. Atienta, Ga. 30303 


RALPH D. ABERNATHY, President 
ANDREW J. YOUNG, Exec. Vice President 
J. E. LOWERY, Chairman of the Board 


Martin Luther Ring, Ir. 


(1929-1968) — FOUNDER 


May 1969 


Dear Friend: 


The decent elements of American society were jolted and traumatized in 
1968 but they were not defeated. Still organized and aware, still represented 
by alert forces in Congress, America is not about to succumb to reaction. 
Black America, more than any other group, remained cohesive, progressive 

and determined. 


The next years will test our essential fortitude and history will be determined 
by the extent and creativity of our fighting spirit. 


We of SCLC know that some confusion and contradictory trends seam the 
movement for liberation. These are residual weaknesses of the long era of 
poverty and discrimination that stoke discord and despair. We believe our 
most valuable contribution is to organize the vast untapped strength of the 
poor and join it with the mainstream of progress against standpatism and 
reaction. In some urban centers anti-Semitism has been employed to pit 
Negroes against Jews. Anti-Semitism is intolerable and immoral. We will 
fight it, as we always have, as harmful to black people as to Jews because 
it fosters the poison of racism generally. 


We believe the subject of poverty has been talked to death. We will act on 

programs to end it. Without Dr. King, but with his inspiration, we organized 

the Poor People's Campaign in Washington. We focussed national and world 

attention on the diagrace of discrimination and poverty. We did not gain all — 
that was needed, but millions of school children are eating nutritious lunches, 
millions of units of housing were authorized by Congress and many lesser 

reforms were extracted from unwilling hands. We kept the spirit of direct 

struggle and hope alive for the whole nation. 


Today millions of Negroes are unorganized in the most exploitative trades 
and service operations. Instead of merely crying out against oppressive 
wrongs we are embarking on a campaign to bring organizational power to 

the ghettoed poor to enable them to change their conditions. We have made 

an alliance with the Hospital Workers Union as a beginning thrust and together 
we are initiating an organizing campaign, starting in Charleston, 8. C. 


Tr te. eo ee oe * ne tine 


We will continue our Operation Breadbasket program which creates employ- 
ment and banishes discriminatory practises, particularly in ghetto enter- 
prises. Tens of thousands of jobs have already been opened by us with 
millions of dollars of payroll in Chicago, Atlanta, New York and other major 
cities, totally without government funding or domination. 
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We will be expanding our housing construction programs and cooperatives, 
to create self-help opportunities North and South. 


Finally, we will continue our political action programs to expand black 
registration and enlarge black representation. Our pioneering work in this 
area has already, in less than a decade, ended disenfranchisement for 
millions of Negroes and strengthened many liberal electoral coalitions. 


We need the support of all Americans black and white - who have the 
perception to appreciate that only by raising people from poverty can we 
produce equality, harmony and genuine communication. We need the sup- 
port of those who feel that more action and less abstract and acrimonious 
discussion is today's program; we need those who feel that the antidote to 
pessimism and despair is to take the offensive against a sea of troubles 
and by opposing, end them“. 


You have not failed us in the past when our late President, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. appealed for your contributions. We have lost him but we are 
confident we have not lost you and it is this faith that impels us to con- 
tinue on our course of nonviolent, interracial social change. We said the 
assassination of Martin Luther King was an American tragedy but it could 
not halt the movement he built with his life. We are determined that they 
shall not have killed his dream“. We are totally committed to that goal. 
Please help us make that avowal a creative and constructive reality. 


With sinccrest good wishes, 


e ee 


ANDREW J. YOUNG RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY 


\ 


Tax deductible contributions may be made to fund the educational and 
voter registration projects of SCLC. If tax deductibility is important to 
you, or will enable you to increase your contribution, you may make 
your check payable to SCL Foundation. 
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* Please keep me advised of your continued program. 
Please make checks payable to SCLC or SCL Foundation. 
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1937 {oll wing the Mauntgumery Bus 


Boycoù o. 1955-56, led by Dr. Martin 
Luther Kiag Jr. and Or. Rulph David - 
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Dr. King was President of SCLC. 
„ until his assassination on April 4. 
1968. Dr. Abernathy is his successor. . 


SCLC began as a rcgional organi- 


“ gation primarily engaged in ending 


with programs against poverty, 


- the is in Marks (Quitman Coun- 
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tion in the South. In re- 
years SCLC has become nation- 


rectors und its progruaw are discctcd 


by un Executive Staff. 


SCLC is known fur its direct - Bctioa 


movements, such us Scima. Birming- 


„ hum. and the Poor Peoplen Campaign, 
but also carrivs on a number of con- 


lining projects. 


Poor 


Peoples 


Campaign : 


The Poor People 2 Campaign * 


with Resurrection City in 1968. 


Second Chupter of the Campaign 
ned this ycur and is a continuation 
the national movement agains! pov- 


“ erty. It is led by SCLC and a coalition 
* representing America's 40 million poor 


people. 
MARKS, MISSISSIPPI 
One example of CLC. work for 


SCLC uses nonviolent action whea 
NAcgotiations and traditional processes 
fail to produce social . SCLC 
staff are trained to teach power 
and methods of this action, which can 
take many forms, including marches, 
Strikes, boycotts. sit-ins and civil dia- 
obedience. 


Students 


and Youth 


SCLC’'s new division of Youth and 
to serve 


Campus Activities is desi 
the young le who have always 
been at the forefront of thestruggie for 
human rights. This division. provides 
speakers and organizers for student 


„ and youth movements oa and off the 


campus. 
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Operation Breadbasket is a 
for economic development of 
community, sceking control of 
businesses, industry and services. 
nomic power leads to political 
and local control of education, 
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aspects of community life. 
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. Operation Breadbasket is a 

for economic development of the black 

+ Community, sceking control of jobs, 
and local control of education, employ- 

ment. housing, police and all other 

aspects of community life. 


After the Selma movement secured 


. voung 2 for all citizens, SCLC 

its massive voter regisira- 
tion and political education drives. 
This has created a political revolution 
which = elected hundreds of * 
people others representing t 
poor in local, state and national 
' @ffices. 


Education 


The Citi hip Ed u i 
sponsored by LC and the United 
Church of Christ, trains black and 
white adults in community leadership, 
education, human rights, economics, 
history and culture. 


Ministers 
Leadership 
Training 


The Ministers Leadership Training 
Program is training — clergy- 


In housing projects now planned 
already started across the nation, SCLC 
has found a way to provide 
cost housing for poor people and 
make certain that the local community 


Controls the planning, design, construc- 


tion and maintenance. 


Affiliates & 


Chapters 


More than 300 local organizations 
across the nation are Affiliates or 
Chapters of SCLC. These groups in- 
clude churches, civil rights organiza- 
tions, civic clubs, labor unions, and 
business, social and fraternal groups. 
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1957: 
1958: . 


SCLC: 1957-1969 


Founding of SCLC. 
Expansion to 10 states, 22 
cities. 


1959: Sit-ins, nonviolent education, 


1960: 


boveotts, school ation. 
Sit-ins, jail-ins . — ol 


: Selma March. Voting Rights 
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„ „Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Dr. Ralph David Abernathy worked together for 13 years, 
beginning with the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-56. They are shown together 182 
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THE PAST ADVISED OW THIS DATE THAT SOUTHERW CHRISTIAN 1Fanrocure n A ~ 


re 


a 


BH 137-113 
PAGE TWO 


STOPPING AT EACH COUNTY BETWEEN THE TWO POINTS FOR OWE MIGHT WHERE 
THEY PLAN TO 157 AWD GAIN RECRUITS FOR THE MARCH. HE INDICATED 
THAT SOME MULES AND WAGONS WOULD BE USED IW THE MARCH. Hanno 
SAID HE EXPECTS SUPPORT FORM OTHERPLACES I ALABAMA SUCH AS 


MOBILE WHERE GROUPS WILL MARCH FROM THOSE CITIES TO MONTGOMERY. 
ME SAID AFTER ALL HAVE GATHERED IM MONTGOMERY, THEY WILL MARCH 


TO THE CAPITAL TO SEE IF ANYTHING CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE 
POVERTY PROGRAM. ON MORNING OF MAY TWENTYTHREE, EXT, APPROXIMATELY 
BIWETY SCLC WORKERS ARE EXPECTED TO HOLD STAFF MEETING 10 
BIRMINGHAM. EXACT REASON FOR STAFF MEETING MOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Date 87 227 89 


The Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) has been conducting 
denonstrations in Birmingham, Alabama, 
demanding assistance in the form of food, 
income, and jobs for the poor. 


Attached relates that the SCLC is 
planning to conduct a march from 
Birmingham to Montgomery beginning 
57/27/69. 


Appropriate local law end rcement 
agencies have been advised. Copy of 
attached sent Inter-Division Information 
Unit of Department, and pertinent 
portions of attached will be included in 
a teletype summary to White House and 
other interested agencies. 
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LETYPE, MAY TWENTY ONE LAST. 
EASTERN AIRLINES, CHARLESTON, S.C, ADVISED 
ATHY DEPARTED CHARLESTON VIA EASTERN 
AIRLINES FLIGHT FIVE SEVEN ZERO, EIGHT ZERO FIVE A.M. TO ARRIVE 
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RE RICHMOND 


WASHINGTON, DsCo MINE FIFTEEN A.M. NO FURTHER ITINERARY KNOWN 
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COMINFIL, SCLC, IS - c. 


RE COTEL MAY TWENTYTWO LAST. 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY AND J. 1. JOHNSON LEFT CHARLSG Tio 


NUMBER SEVEN FOUR TWO. HAVE RESERVATIONS FOR MAY TWENTYSIX NEXT 


TO LEAVE ATLANTA, DELTA AIRLINES, FLIGHT SEVEN TWO FOUR TO 
ARRIVE CHARLESTON, s. c. EIGHT ZERO FOUR A.M. 


NO FURTHER TRAVEL ITINERARY KNOWN. 
END. 
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, RICHMOND (100-10241) P 


SOUTHER CHRISTIAN LENDERSEIF CONTERENCE 
CLC — 
(OO:ATLANTA } A ; 


Re Richmend tel to Director, 5/21/69. 


SS a: Danville, Danville, Va., 
interviewed oy Buisent, nd stated he received telephone 
call 5719/69 fron individual who gave nene as A. B. SMATHERS, 
no address, during which S#ATHERS requested hotel reservations 
for "RALPH ABER AHT and party of 4 for 5/24 - 25/69. SMATHERS 
stated he desired two-twin and 2 single and all occupants of 
rooms would be men. During telephone conversation, SMATHEXS 
repeated the name "RALPH ABSRiTATHY” several tines and stated, 

"You know who that is". stated individual calling appeared 
to be a white male, qud m voice. 


Sources at Danville uneble to furnish any information 
re possible vieit of ASERMATHY to Denville and possibility 
exists reservations may heve been in nature of hoax. 


Richmond, however, considers it entirely 779 
APERNATHY may appear in Danville. / 7 Son 4/3 96789. 


ATLANTA, COLUMBIA AND OI or FIELD OFFICE fu 
any information available re possible visit of ABERNA 
Danville. 
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There are enclosed for ureau 11 copies of an 
LHM containing information from on 5/22 and 24/69 
concerning the Charleston, South Carolina hospital workers 

b. 
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There is no information in the indices of the NYO 
for LANE KIRKLAND.(W) 


For the information of Cbtumbia, it is noted that 
on 5/24/69, while in converse tion with STANLEY LEVISON, MOE 
FONER mentioned that the Governor (presumably the Governor 
of South Carolina) nettwith a_person aamed BILL SAUNDERS whom 

FONER said is known a | nt "and who has been close to us 


end ANDY (YOUNG)" . 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 5 with no segregable 
material available for release to you. : 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name id listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


(XJ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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Communist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) 

Internal Security - Communist 
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A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, ascertained on Mey 22, 1969, that 
Moe Foner of Local 1199, Drug and Hospitel Employees Union, 
New York City, told Stenley Levison thet, as a result of a 
meeting at Local 1199, a meeting is to be held with a Lane 
Kirklend of the American Federation of Labor, Congress of 


‘Industriel Organizations in reference to the following: VA 


1. A combined mérch and rally 
2. Money 
. Participetion of the Internetional 
Longshoremen's Association . . 
4. A step-up of the cempeign in 
Charleston, South Carolina 
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Levison expressed the opinion that it is time for 
people to begin going to jail and to institute a national 
boycott. 3 


According to the source, an affair is being planned 
for May 29, 1969, presumably in Charleston, South Carolina, 
and that Foner is working on the entertainment and getting out 
*the leaflets. , 


This document contains neither pth as 
recommendations nor conclusions Excluded from 

of the FBI. It is the property . sutometic downgradin 
of the FBI end is lozned to and declassificat‘*on 
your egency; it and its contents 

are not to be distributed outside 

your agency. 
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‘afternoon of May 


„1th Ralph Abernathy, SCLC 10 5585 the program of Mey 29 
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Communist Infiltration of the 


Southern-—Christian Leadership 
Conference 


The source subsequen learned on May 24, 1969, | 
that Levison was told by And Young, Execubive Vice 
President of the SCLC that @& meeting would be held on the 

251969, in Charleston, South Ceraolina, 
which would include representatives of Local 1199, the SCLC 


staff, and possibly some local people. Young requested | 
Levison to attend this meeting and Levison * to a ttemp 


* 


to be present. b | a 


. The source also learned thet Hoe Foner wanted 
Levison to be present at the meeting on May 25 because Foner 
felt they should discuss where they are going with the 


The source advised on May 24, 1969, that Stanley 
Levison told Moe Foner that Coretta King has sgrecd to eppeer 


and that he hed contacted Fannie Lr Hamer (of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party) and got her to eppear on the program 
also. He sa id thet Coretta would ettempt to get Shirley 


Chisholm, United Stetes Congresswomen form New York, and 


Dorothy Height, President of the National Council of Negro 
Women, to attend. 


The source learned on May 25, 1969, that Stanley 


‘Levison made srrangements to fly to Charleston, South Carolina, 


vis National Airlines, on Monday, May 26, 1969, srriving there 


at 1:27 PM. Levison plans to go to Atlanta, Geargia, when he 
leaves Charleston. | 3 


Stanley Levison 
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Communist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leedership 
Conference (SCLC) 


Mog/Foner be 77 ae 


-“Phe New York Journal American", a former 

evening New York City newspaper, in its 
issue of February 5, 197, contained an 
article which reflected that Hoe Foner 
wes banned from membership in the 
Flushing Chapter of the American Veterans 
Committee because he edmitted he vas a 
Communist. 
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7 (Type in plaintext or code) 
AIRTEL v7 ee AIRWAIL-REGISTERED 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-804) (P) 
POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE 


MAJOR URBAN AREAS; 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies 
of a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination, 


Copies of this letterhead memorandum have 
been furnished to the U. 8. Secret Service, Birminghas, 


local military intelligence agencies, and the United States 
Attorney, Birminghana, | 


Information copies furnished the Atlanta, 
Jackson and Mobile Divisions. 


All Informants and Sources in the Birminghan 
Division, including liaison sources, criminal informants, 
potential criminal informants, security informants, and 
potential security informants, have been contacted and 


have received specific assignments to attempt to develop 
advance information W — violence, Close Ze 69 


24Bureau (Enc,11)(AM-RM) | ft 6 — 439 77 2 


Atlanta (Info.) (100-5718) . 1) — —— 
1-Jackson(Info,)(AM-RM) (Enc, 1) 

Babi he n (Enc.1) 3 MAY 22 968 
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8 are W d with 10000 teens . 
and sources, To date, none have developed any specific 
information of impending riots or potential violence in 
the Birmingham area in the foreseeable future, During 
all contacts with these individuals, the contacting Agents 
impressed upon them the need and importance of receiving 
advance information concerning possible racial violence, 


SAC Evaluation of 


At this time, the marches by the SCLC are 
definitely on the wane, No marches have been held for 
several days, As stated previously, if the marches on- 
tinue after schools are out for the summer and any sizeable 
number of school pupils are used in the marches, I believe 
that the potential for some violence will increase; ; however, 
it appears at this time that local Negroes are giving — 
very little, if any, support to the SCIC, and no large 
scale violence appears.imminent, I be lieve that local 
authorities can cope with matters as they appear at present, 
Violence, of course, could start from sone unexpected or 
unforseeable incident, 3 
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May 19, 1969 Sesbed 87. 57. Al. 
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Re: Possible Racial Violence PECLASSIFIC 2 


Sete we 
aer Urban Areas omar 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
The information set forth is based upon the comments and 
views of local Government officials, police officials, 
leaders in various racial groups, established sources, 


and public source information, This document pertains to 


the racial situation as of the time the comments and views 
are expressed; the possibility that the racial situation 
in a particular area may abruptly change at any time nust 
be taken into consideration, 


Reference is made to letterhead menorandun 
dated May 2, 1969. 


I, Names of Communities 


No change, 
II. Genera 1 Racial Conditions 


Con April 8, 1969, Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy, 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC) 
opened in Birmingham, Alabama, what he called the Second | 
Chapter of the Poor People's Campaign. From that time un- 
til the present there have been marches by paid SCIC 
staff workers from Atlanta and other cities, supported 
by some Birmingham people, including women and children, 
At first, these marches were held almost daily, then it 
was noticeable that a day or two would by without a 
march, and at the present time the marches are somewhat 


irregular and very poorly attended, NN arrests have 
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been made in connection with these marches, The last ' 
arrest in these continuing demonstrations was made on 
the morning of May 16, 1969. Several demonstrators 
had maintained an 211 night vigil at the Jefferson 
County Food Stamp office in downtown Birmingham, The 
food stamp office was due to open for business at 8:00 
os a. n., but demonstrators blocked the entrance thereto, 
t After a warning to disperse, twenty-five demonstrators 
were arrested by the Birminghan Police Department, 
beginning at 9:08 a.m, on a charge of violating the 
city fire code and obstructing entry to a public building 
and were taken to the city jail, The demonstrators who 
did not block the office and who were not arrested, dis- 
persed about 10:00 a.m, that date, 


— b 
on May 19, 1969, that the acti-e 
y is the only racial activity going on in the City of 


Birmingham at the present time, He said that in his 
opinion, the over-all general racial condition in 

Birmingham is good, He said, of course, as long as some 

20 paid SCLC staff workers remain in Birmingham and con- 
tinue their provocative attitude, which they have maintained 
for several weeks, there is some danger of racial trouble, 


Re: Possible Racial Violence 
Major Urban Areas 


cet III, Current Evaluation of Violence Potential 
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y 
e believes the violence — An Birminghas 
has dropped a little during the past two or three weeks 
inasmuch as it now appears that the local Negroes, particu- 
larly the Birmingham Negro Ministers, are not giving any 
4 support to the SCLC's Poor People's Campaign, He said that 
) it now appears that the SCLC’s young staff. workers have 
alienated and antagonized Dr, Edward rdner, Vice . 
President of the Alabama Christian Movement for Human ~ ‘/ 
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Re: Possible Racial Violence rh 


Major Urban Areas 


Rights, He said that the SCLC workers, in the absence 
of Hosea Williams, who is one of their leading officials, 
left the ACMHR office which they had been using and 

moved to a new office which the nted on Bighth Avenue, by dD 
West, near Fourteenth Street. said that 
the marches have dwindled down g and that 
there is very little, if any, local support at this time 
for the SCIC work. He said, however, that it is still 
possible for some trouble to arise out of the various 
marches around Birminghan, He said that he feels now 
as he has felt all along,that it is impossible to 
accurately predict whether or not trouble will arise as 
a result of these marches, 


Cc 
—— IE 
some knowledge o general racial situation in’ Birming- 


ham, advised that in his opinion the potential for violence 
has lessoned to a marked degree within the last two or 
three weeks, He said there is no question that the 

lack of support by local Birmingham Negroes is hurting 


the SCLC work. 
who , 


has some know on in 
Birmingham, and extensive knowledge of the Negro churches 
in the city, advised on May 19, 1969, that in his opinion, 
the SCLC has gotten off to a bad start and has laid the 
wrong foundation for their project against poverty in 
Birmingham, He said that he believes the potential for 
violence is much less than it was three weeks ago. He 
said the young SCIC staff workers have failed to secure 
the support of the Ministers and church people in Birming- 
ham, and at this time their support is practically nil. 


There is no significant change in any of the 
other major urban areas in this division with reference 
to potential violence, 


IV. Identities of Organizations Involved and 
Their Leaders in the Local Racial Situation 


No change. 
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V. Objectives Sought by Minority Community 
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No change, 


On April 19, 1969, Jefferson County District 
Attorney Earl Morgan said he would cause a special grand 
jury session to look into the charges of police brutality. 
The special grand jury session was called and began hold- 
ing sessions on April 24, 1969. "The Birminghaa News," 
for May 15, 1969, printed a story which indicated that the 
grand jury had finished its work and set forth in the 
newspaper a report from the grand jury signed by its 
foreman, Clifford . Seawel, accepted and ordered filed 
in court on May 15, 1969, by Circuit Judge Elias C. 
Watson, Jr. Among other things, this report stated: 
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The grand jury was in session ten days 
and examined 157 witnesses. The term police 
brutality” seems to be a much overworked phrase. 
When the grand jury first began hearing witnesses 
concerning this charge, it was a unanimous feel- 
ing that the grand jury was dealing with complaints 
of physical abuse. It soon became apparent that 
this was not the case, Those who charged “police 
brutality” also included verbal abuse, addressing 
of citizens in a discourteous manner and refusing 
to use terms such as Dr., Rev., "Mr. or Mrs. ," 
or using improper terms, referring to their race 
or using derogatory and degrading terms, The 
grand jury said that they found that in certain 
instances, police officers in the Greater Jeffer- 
son County area have been guilty of some discourtesy 
in contacts with the citizens, They said that 
cases of actual physical assaults by a police 
officer are quite rare but “may have existed to some 
degree ; however, we have had no provable evidence 
presented to us to substantiate this,” The report 
continued that they had returned no indictments and 
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Re: Possible Racial Violence 
Major Urban areas 


said that in executing an arrest, a police 
officer must use force when the person under 
arrest resists the officer, 


VI. Reaction of Leaders and Members of 
Community to Demands of Minority Groups 


& 


1 

y brove the results of the 
— — grand jury report a. 
that these Negro leaders are convi 


is too much police brutality in the Birminghan 
area and they feel that the Jefferson County Grand 
Jury failed to find the true picture, 


VII. Foreign Influence in the Black Nationalist 
Movenent 


None known, 


VIII, Stockpiling of Arms and Anmunition 


Ix. Armed Attacks on Law Enforcement 
Officers by Black Extrenists 


This document contains neither reconmenda- 
tions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Major Urban Areas 


Racial Matters 
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DEMONSTRATION BY . CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, MAY TWENTY, SIXTY MINE, RACIAL MATTERS. 


FBI AGENTS OBSERVED THE FOLLOWING OW MAY TWENTYs d 25 5 


5 D 
AT APPROXIMATELY ONE FIFTEEN P.M. ABOUT NINETY rnv1b1wUALs 


7 
LEFT KELLY INGRAM PARK, PARCHED THROUGH DOWNTOWN STREETS AND TO 
THE JEFFERSON COUNTY FOOD STAMP CENTER OFF EIGHTH AVENUE WORTH. 1 
J 


q 
a. 
* 
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THEY SANG A FEW SONGS IN FRONT OF THE CENTER AND LEFT Im ABOUT 

TWENTY MINUTES. THE GROUP MARCHED TO THE PARK, LOADED INTO A 

BUS AND WERE DRIVEN TO SCLC HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH STREET AND 

EIGHTH AVENUE WORTH. THEY ARRIVED THERE ABOUT TWO FORTY FIVE P.M. 
THERE WERE WINETY MARCHERS. OF THE WIWETY, FORTY OWE WERE 

TEENAGERS AND UNDER. OF THE FORTY OWE, NINETEEN WERE BETWEEN THE Y) 

AGES OF TWO AND SIX. 10 VIOLENCE OR INCIDENTS. | 


ADMINISTRATIVEs LOCAL MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AGENTS REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT AND STATE INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES PRESENT 
DURING MARCH. LHM FOLLOWS. AIR MAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND MOBILE. 
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COMINFIL SCLC, IS-C ) 
| 2 
2 RE RICHMOND TELETYPE, MAY TWENTYONE LAST. ; 


RALPH D. ABERWATHY DEPARTED CHARLESTON, S.C., EIGHT ZERO 


FIVE A.M., VIA EASTERN AIRLINES TODAY FOR WASHINGTON, D.C. 5~ 6 
ABERWATHY TOLD 


GR THAT HE WOULD RETURN TO CHARLESTON EIGHT ZERO FOUR A.M. bib 

MAY TWENTYTHREE WEXT. 2 
DELTA AIRLIWES, CHARLESTON, HAS RESERVATIONS FOR ABERMATHY 

AWD J.T. JOHNSON TO LEAVE ATLANTA, SIX THIRTY FIVE A.M., ARRIVE 

CHARLESTON, EIGHT ZERO FOUR A.M.3 LEAVE CHARLESTON SIX THIRTY 

SIX P. n., DELTA AIRLIWES FLIGHT WUMBER SEVEN ZERO OWE FOR 

BIRMINGHAM, ALL OW MAY TWENTYTHREE WEXT. 
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. Vemaunz st Infiltration of the 
Southern Christien Leadership 
1 Conference (SCLC) | 
OF Internal Security-Cormunist 


7 confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, learned on May 20, 

1969, thet on thet date, Stanley Levison was contacted 

by Andrew Youns, Executive Vice President of the SCLC 

and that they criticized Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President, 
for trying. to erulete Martin Luther King, Jr., deceased 
Presicent of the SCLC. Young claimsa that Abernathy 

is guf fering froin an inferiority complex, giving him a 
feeling of insecurity, which effects his qudgenents and 
leads hin to make bad decisions. Levison, at Young's | 
suggestion, esrecd to contact . Abernethy to see if he can 
-~ hin straighten ad out. | 


Young and Levison, in Giscussing the „* 
workers strike in cherleston, South Carolina, which the 
SCIL is supporting, ecreed it till be won but only after 

a long struggle. They btelicve it will be well “worth while. 


Young told Levison that an SCLC Board meeting will 
be held the first week of June, 1959, and that he wanted 
Levison to be present. Levison ez reed to attend. 


} | The source further advised thet on Hay 20, 1959, 
Levison was in contact with Coretta King end thet Levison 
was opposed to Coretta King being the keynote spe2eer 

at the forthcorins SCLC Convention. He said he was sgainst 
it bacause it would put her in apdicy malting status 

whereas she should limit her activities to participation 
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They noted that Hontgo::zry, Mlabe na, has been 
suggested as the site of the SCLC Convention but that 
Coretta Kins and Levison believe Cnarleston, South 
Carolina, would be a more vital location. 
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FROM BIRMINGHAM (157-113 SP 


5 (SCLC 
ACTIVITY „ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, nn el 


V Hecce e f, 6 


ALABAMA, MAY TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYNINE. Rite 


3 CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURWISHED RELIABLE INFORMATIO 
Im THE PAST, FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING: N 

SCLC HELD A STAFF MEETING AT ST. PAUL’S AME CHURCH, 8 
BIRMINGHAM, THIS DATE BEGINNING APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FIFTEEN A.M. 
AND ENDING FOUR P.M. HOSEA WILLIAMS, SCLC OFFICIAL, WAS 
CHAIRMAN OF MEETING. THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY SEVENTYFIVE STAFF 
WORKERS PRESENT FROM ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI, GEORGIA AND WORTH 
CAROLIWA. WILLIAMS SAID THERE WOULD BE WO MARCH FROM BIRMINGHAM 
TO MONTGOMERY WEXT TUESDAY, MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, AS PREVIOUSLY 
ANNOUNCED. THIS MARCH HAS BEEN TENTATIVELY RESET FOR JUNE EIGHT 
NEXT. HE SAID PLANS ARE TO “WALK SOME AND RIDE SOME,” AND 

69 


SCHEDULE FOR THIS MARCH IS AS FOLLOWS: 7 00-39 * 74 


LOCAL SCLC GROUPS WILL LEAVE MOBILE, DOTHAN, GADSDEN, 
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TUSCALOOSA AND BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, JUNE SECOND WEXT, PROCEEDING 
TO MONTGOMERY, PICKING UP ADDITIONAL PEOPLE AS THEY GO ALONG. 
THESE GROUPS WILL PLAN TO ARRIVE IW MONTGOMERY JUNE EIGHT AMD 
REMAIN THERE ONE DAY. WILL LEAVE MONTGOMERY JUNE WINE Ex T AND 
RETURN TO BIRMINGHAM THAT WIGHT$ ARRIVE IW ATLANTA JUNE TEN WEXT3 

. SAVANNAH, GA., JUNE ELEVEN; CHARLESTON, s. c., JUNE TWELVE; 
COLUMBIA, 8. C., JUNE THIRTEEN; GREENVILLE, s. c., JUNE FOURTEEN; 
CHARLOTTE, 1. c., JUNE FIFTEEN; GREENSBORO, . C., JUNE SIXTEEN 
DURHAM u. C., JUNE SEVENTEENS RALEIGH,, u. c., JUNE EIGHTEEN 
NORFOLK, M., JUNE NINETEEN; PETERSBURG, VA., JUNE TWENTY$ RICHMOND, 
VAs, JUNE TWENTYONE, AND WASHINGTON, b. c., JUNE TWENTYTWO NEXT. 

WILLIAMS DID NOT MENTION ANYTHING CONCERNING THE SCLC GROUP 

IN BIRMINGHAM GOING TO JEFFERSON COUNTY FOOD STAMP CENTER AND 
STAYING FOR SEVERAL DAYS AND WIGHTS AS HAD BEEW PREVIOUSLY 
ANNOUNCED. SOURCE SAID HE BELIEVES THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN DROPPED 
AS HOSEA WILLIAMS APPARENTLY DID WOT APPROVE IT. WILLIAMS 
ANNOUNCED THAT SCLC WILL HAVE A WEW POLICY CONCERNING ARRESTS IM 
CONNECTION WITH DEMONSTRATIONS IN BIRMINGHAM. THIS POLICY IS THAT 
SCLC WILL HOT ATTEMPT TO GET ANY OF THE MARCHERS OUT OF JAIL, 
END PAGE TWO. 
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The Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) has been conducting 
demonstrations in Birmingham, Alabama, 
demanding assistance in the form of food, 
income, and jobs for the poor. 


Attached states that the previously- 
announced march from Birmingham to 
Montgomery which was to begin 5/27/69 has 
been rescheduled to begin 6/2/69. The 
marchers will leave from several cities 
within Alabama and arrive in Montgomery 
on 6/8/69.and will then proceed north 
Planning to arrive Washington, D. C., on 
6/22/69. Attached also states that if 
any demonstrators are arrested, the SCLC 
will make no attempt to get them out of 
jail but will let them serve their time 
and the tax payers feed then. 


Copy of attached sent Inter- 
Division Informantion Unit of Department 
and pertinent portions of attached will 
be included in a teletype summary to 
| White House and other interested agencies. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of a 


letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination. Copies 
of this letterhead memorandum are being furnished to 
offices receiving copies of this airtel, for information 


purposes. 


soo This letterhead memorandum has been disseminated 
, locally to military intelligence agencies, U. 8. Secret 
Service and U. 8. Attorney, Birminghan. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITY OF 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE BEGINNING JUNE 2, 1969 
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The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
leaders in Birmingham distributed a six page brochure 
enti kee erg: Phase - Second Chapter of the Poor Peoples 
Campaign." is brochure set forth the dates of arrival 
and departure of the caravan which is being formed to 
participate in marches to support the Second Chapter of the 
Poor Peoples’ Campaign. This brochure is being made an 


enclosure for the various offices involved, and is self- 
explanatory. 


It is noted that the first page of this brochure 
has been previously submitted in a form suitable for 
dissemination to the various offices involved, but it is 
being repeated herein. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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MARCH SPONSORED BY SOUTHERN- 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
/ SOUL. STUDENT ACTION COMMITTEE, 
idalia, Georgia 
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SCLC, MARCH FROM BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI TO JACKSON, MISS 
ISSIPPI BEGINNING SIX TWO SIXTYNINE. RM. 


7 Se. 
Ab 


vis ed SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FBI ON SIX ONE sLT 


MARCH FROM BATESVILLE, MISS. TO JACKSON, MISS., HAD BEEN CANCELLED. 


sib THE MARCH PLANS WOULD BE MODIFIED AND THE 4 


MARCH DATE TENTATIVELY RE-SET FOR SOMETIME WITHIN THE NEXT TEN 


DAYS. QD avviseD THAT DR. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, PRESI- 
DENT SCLC, MADE FINAL DECISION AND IT APPEARS THAT SCLC COULD Nor 


MAKE ADEQUATE ARRANGEMENT FOR MARCHES IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI 
AT THIS TIME. 


SP, LOCAL AUTHORITIES, SECRET SERVICE, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies of an III. 
Two copies to Atlanta and Birmingham, with one copy to Memphis 
for information. Copies disseminated to USA, Oxford, USA, 
Jackson, Secret Service, Jackson, MIGp, Jackson and OSI, Jackson. | 
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Appropriate local, state, and Federal authorities 
dicated in LHM, The Agent interviewing 
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LEADS; 


ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM 

Will contact racial sources and obtain any background 
regarding Miss, march as well as other marches possibly to be 
held throughout the South, 

JACKSON 


Will contact racial sources; keep Bureau, auxiliary 
offices, and local authorities advised. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 1450 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 


May 27, 1969 7 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP Vert fS/Y 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) MARCH FROM 7539 
BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, TO 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, BEGINNING 


JUNE 2, 1969 


— a Special Agent of the * on Hay 8 1969, chat the 


SCLC contemplated a march originating June 2, 1969, from 
Batesville, Mississippi, via U. 8. Highway 351, to Jackson, 
Mississippi. Marchers will arrive on an unspecified date U 
at the Mississippi State Capitol or State Governor's Mansion 7 
in Jackson, stated that the participants would 

walk all the way and that no wagons or conveyances would be 

used, e choi ze< that the purpose of the proposed 
march was not to focus discontent on the State of Mississippi 


or any area within Mississippi, but rather to focus attention 
on "our trouble in Washington, D. C. 


en pressed for details, he stated that Dr. Ralph 
Dav bernathy, President, SCLC, was allegedly displeased 
with his, Abernathy's, treatment by President Richard M. Nixon 
when Abernathy met with the President at Washington recently 
in May, 1969. Abernathy and six of his associates met with 
the President and other cabinet officers, giving Abernathy over 
an hour to renew his demands concerning Negro poverty. Abernathy 
then asked the President to talk with other delegates who 
accompanied Abernathy, however, the President told him he had 
other commitments at that time and Abernathy and his associates 
continued meeting with members of the President's Staff. 
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SournERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) MARCH FROM 

- BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, BEGINNING 


JUNE 2, 1969 ae 25 


Abernathy later told the newsmen that he was disappointed 
with the President at the meeting as he, Abernathy, wanted 
to meet with selected cabinet members individually. 
Abernathy and his staff claim that they were snubbed. 


presided over by Hosea 
cer, @ form of Poor Peoples march was 1 upon b70 

to gain some nationwide publicity, dvised 

that June 2, 1969, was a target date only an t it had 

not been decided what celebrities or officials would lead 

the march from Batesville to Jackson, which is approximately 

135 miles. This march would possibly take 15 to 20 days 

to complete. | 


Chief, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol, Secret 
Service, Military Intelligence, Office of Special Investigations, 
and local authorities Batesville and Jackson advised by FBI 
of proposed march, 
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CONFERENCE (SCLC) MARCH FROM 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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Grand Rapids, Mich. 
49505 
5-29-69 


F. B. I. 

Wash. D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

CQ) Please send me, or tell me where I may obtain information 
about the "Southern Christian Leadership Conference," and it's 
connection with COmmunist activities. 5 


A} so please send me information concerning 
Liberty Lobby and the John Birch Society. Are they subversive? 


Thank 8 brace 
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June 4, 1969 


bie 


In reply to your letter of May 29th, information in 
our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice and it is not possible for me to refer 
you to a source for the data you are seeking. I regret I cannot be 
of assistance in this instance. 


Sincerely yours, AlL IN r UKV TIN S“ 7D 
HEREIN I'S UNS ASSIFIED 

J, Edgar Hoover DATE _/ 0-0 ¥0 8045010. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) b / | with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties): 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of a letter- 
head memorandum suitable for dissemination. 


Copies of letterhead memorandtm have been dissen 
nated to military intelligence agencies, to USA, Birminghga, 
and to U. 8. Secret Service, Birminghan. 

A copy is also enclosed to each of the followi 
offices for information: Atlanta, Charlotte, Columbia, = 


Jackson, Jacksonville, Miami, Mobile, Norfolk, Richmond, 
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May 26, 1969 


saw DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITY OF 

SSIFIED AND 2 ifm J44,..ROUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
EXTENDED BY 61 8880 2 ONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 
1 ASON EOR k __ MAY 22-23, 1969 
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SCLC held a meeting on the night of May 22, 1969, 
at the Lilly Grove Baptist Churc irmingham, with approxi- 
mately 225 persons present. JoG/Hammonds, SCLC worker, was 
the main speaker and talked about a march which is planned 
from Birmingham to Montgomery, Alabama Hammonds said that 
SCLC plans to march from the New Pilgrim Baptist Church 
after a mass meeting on the night of May 22, 1969, to the 
Jefferson County Food Stamp Center, where they will remain 
until Tuesday morning, May 27, 1969. Hammonds told the 
group that SCLC then plans to conduct a march beginning 
on the morning of May 27, 1969, from Birminghan to 
ont gomary, Alabama, stopping at each county between the 
two points for one night, where they plan to rest and gain 
recruits for the march. He said some mules and wagons will 
be used in the march. Hammonds said he expects support 
from other places in Alabama, such as Mobile, where groups 
will march from those cities to Montgomery. He said after 
all have gathered in hiontgomery, they will march to the 
Capitol to see if anything can be accomplished for the 
poverty progran. 


On May 22, 1969, FBI Agents observed the following: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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* At approximately 9:40 p.m., May 22, 1969, follow- 
ing a meeting at the New Pilgrim Baptist Church, approxi- 


3 mately 100 individuals marched from the church to Kelly 
x - Ingram Park and there dispersed without incident at 10:30 


It is noted that the marchers did not go to the 
Jefferson County Food Stamp Center that night as planned, 

4 and the plan to stay at the Food Stamp Center for several 
days failed to materialize. 


. 
— 


SCLC held a staff meeting at St. 2880 


Church, Birmingham, on May 23, 1969, beginning at/approxi- 
mately 11:15 a.m. and ending at 4:00 p.m. Hosea"Williams, 

SCLC Official, was chairman of the meeting. There were VC 
approximately 75 staff workers present from Alabana, e 
Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina. Williams said 

there would be no march from Birminghan to Montgomery on 
Tuesday, May 27, 1969, as previously announced. This 

march has been tentatively reset for June 8, 1969. He 

said plans are to “walk some and ride sone; and schedule 

for this march is as follows: 


Local SCLC groups will leave Mobile, Dothan, 
Gadsden, Tuscaloosa and Birmingham, Alabama, June 2, 1969, 
proceeding to Montgomery, picking up additional people as 
they go along. These groups will plan to arrive in 
Montgomery June 8, and remain there one day. They will 
leave Montgomery on June 9, 1969, and return to Birmingham 
that night. They will arrive in Atlanta on June 10, 1969; 
Savannah, Georgia, June 11, 1969; Charleston, South | 
Carolina, June 12, 1969; Columbia, South Carolina, June 13, 
1969; Greenville, South Carolina, June 14, 1969; Charlotte, 
North Carolina, June 15, 1969; Greensboro, North Carolina, 
June 16, 1969; Durham, North Carolina, June 17, 1969; 
Raleigh, North Carolina, June 18, 1969; Norfolk, Virginia, 
June 19, 1969; Petersburg, Virginia, June 20, 1969; 
Richmond, Virginia, June 21, 1969; and Washington, D. C., ; 


: June 22, 1969. a 
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CONANT. 


Williams did not mention anything concerning the 
SCLC group in Birmingham going to the Jefferson County Food 
Stamp Center and staying for several days and nights as had 
previously been announced. Source said he believes this 
project has been dropped as Hosea Williams apparently did 
not approve it. Williams announced that SCLC will have a 
new policy concerning arrests in connection with demonstra- 
tions in Birmingham, This policy is that SCLC will not 
attempt to get any of the marchers out of jail nor pay for 
any bonds. Those arrested will serve their time in jail 
and let the taxpayers feed then. 


RE: DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITY OF SCLC 
7 


1 ‘ „ 
N. 


7 ams said during his ta 

> marchers will undoubtedly be arrested 
during this march. He said he hopes they will be arrested 
in Washington, D. C., but that in any event, wherever they 
are arrested, they will remain in jail until their sentence 
has been served and SCLC will not make any attempt to bond 
them out of jail. & 


a After giving a schedule of the march to all 
present (which has been set out above), Williams announced 
that the group hoped and planned to march on the Capitol 
in Washington on June 23, 1969. He said if all the plans 
go well, they will arrive in Washington, D. C., on June 22, 
1969, and plan to march on the Capitol the day following. 
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May 26, 1969 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITY OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 
MAY 22-23, 1969 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Memorandum of 1 
dated lay 26, 1989 


Birmingham, Alabama. bꝰ/ CL 


All sources (except any listea below) whose identities 
gare concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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TO: §§ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 


1 


FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-115) 


DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 
5/15-16769-am 2 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copies 
of an LHM suitable for dissemination. Copies of this 
LHM have been disseminated locally to military intelligence 
agencies, to USA, Birmingham, and U. 8. Secret Service, 
Birmingham. Copies are also being disseminated to the 
Atlanta, Mobile, Washington Field Office,, and Jackson 

for information, 
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1 - Mobile (157-3077) (Info) (Enc. 1 
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1 - Washington Field (Inf o) (Enc. » 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
May 22, 1969 


— Refer 
N 157-115 


DEMONSTRATION BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 
MAY 15-16 AND MAY 20, 1969 


viduals led by SCLC workers maintained an all-night 
vigil at the Jefferson County Food Stamp Office. He 
said that the Food Stamp Office was due to be open 
for business at 8 a.m. on May 16, 1969, but that the 
demonstrators blocked the entrance to it. After being 
warned to disperse, 25 demonstrators were arrested by 
the Birmingham Police, beginning at 9:08 a.m. on May 16, 
1969, on charges of violating the City Fire Code and i 
* obstructing entry to a public building. They were taken 

to the Birmingham City Jail. The demonstrators who did 
not block the office were not arrested and disbursed at 
5 approximately 10 a.m. 3 


On the morning of May 16, 1969, FBI Agents 
4 observed Robert Johnson, Scl activist and believed to 
3 be from Grenada, Mississippi. 
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Re: Demonstration by Southern Christian Leadership 
: Conference, Birmingham, Alabama, May 15-16 and May 20, 1969 
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FBI Agents observed the following on May 20, 1969: 


At approximately 1:15 p.m., about 90 individuals 
left Kelly Ingram Park, marched through downtown streets 
and to the Jefferson County Food Stamp Center off Eighth 
Avenue North. They sang a few songs in front of the 
center and left in about twenty minutes. The group 
marched back to the park, loaded into a bus, and were 
driven to SCLC Headquarters, 14th Street and Eighth 
Avenue North. They arrived there about 2:45 p. n. 


There were 90 marchers. Of the 90, 41 were 


teen-agers and under. Of the 41, 19 were between the 
ages of 2 and 6. There was no violence or incident 


during this demonstration. 
wwe MNT, as 


It. EL 


MEN. 


: Demonstration by Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Birmingham, Alabama, May 15-16 and May 20, 1969 


There was only one speaker, Hosea 
SCLC official. During his talk he said that 
going to Washington, D. C. and take 3,000 people with ' — 
hin. He did not say when or give any other specifics. 
There were about 200 people present in the church during 
this speech. 


Williams said that the closed Job Corps Centers 
would now be used for concentration camps for Negroes, 
and their hearts, kidneys, and other vital organs would 
be transplanted in white people. He said that they would 
be like the Jews during World War II. They would all 
be killed. He said that President Nixon is trying to 
bring the Negro people back into slavery. He said the 
Federal government is dumping surplus food into the 
ocean when it could be used to feed the poor people. 


He also said that there would be a march gome- 
time from Birmingham to Montgomery, Alabama, where they 
would proceed to the Governor's Office; and also a march 
from Mobile to Montgomery. He set no dates for these 
marches and gave no specifics. He has set up a committee 
in Montgomery, Alabama, for the young people who have been 
kicked out of college. He said there have been about 79 
students kicked out of college in Montgomery. Williams 
said that he expects to talk to the preachers of Jefferson 
County, Alabama, that they are not supporting SCLC. 


— 


On the night of May 20, 1969, SCLC conducted pod 
a meeting at St. Paul's A. M. B. Church, 300 - 4th court 
North. There were about 200 people present. JOE 7 
one of the SCLC leaders, was the speaker. He tal 
about conducting a march from Birmingham to Montgomery. 
He did not specify any date. He said they planned to go 
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“Re: Demonstration by Southern Christian Leadership 
. Conference, Birmingham, Alabama, May 15-16 and May 20, 1969 


to Montgomery with a mule train going out of Birmingham 
on 20th Street South. He said they would stop in every 
county on the way to Montgomery and spend the night and 
pick up other marchers. He said their plans were to go 
to Washington, D. C. from Montgomery. No date was 
mentioned. He said "Nixon is going to have a long, hot 
summer.” He said that other marchers would come from 
surrounding states to go to Washington, D. C., with the 
Alabama marchers. He said they plan to have SCLC staff 
members meet with Governor Albert Brewer of Alabama. 

No date for the meeting was mentioned or other specifics. 
There were four unidentified white youths present, age 
approximately 19. One of these white youths said that 
they wanted to help the Negroes, and one of them indicated 
he would speak at some later meeting. 


Joe Hammonds said that on Thursday, May 22, 
1969, SCLC group planned to go to the Jefferson County 
Food Stamp Center on Thursday night and stay until the 
following Tuesday morning, May 27, 1969. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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1 ‘Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies, two copies 
„ aach for AT and CG, and one copy each for AX and BA of an LHM 
F dated and captioned as above concerning planned activities of 


7 the SCLC in Washington, D. C. in — with Operation 


Breadbasket,. 


WFO has disseminated enclosed LHM locally to AUSA, 


WOC; U.S. Secret Service and interested military intelligence 
agencies, 
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IST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN Nazi :- Lass 3 
___ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE — Sup 1 1 


＋ _ in Washington, D. C. 9 to hold a wustesl 


— under the sponsorship of Operation Breadbasket, 
premiere performance will: be held at the Cramton — 
on the campus of Howard University, WDC, on the night of 
June 20, 1969, At 10:00 a.m. on June 21, 1969, a free per- 
formance is scheduled to be held at the Tivoli Theater, 3301 
14th Street, N. ., WDC, fer people from the community, 


Ss 


The above source made available the following news 
release which describes Operation Breadbasket as “the economic 
development program of the Southern Christian Leadership 

erence," 


"“CHICAGO-eThe Operation Breadbasket's new 22-piece 
Gospel Orchestra and 40 voice choir will present its premiere 
performance of a memorial concert program dedicated to the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King in the nation’s capital, June 20-22. 


“The aggregation of professional musicians and singers 
were scheduled to appear in Washington, May 30. June 1, but 
the concerts were posteponed to complete recording dates 
by the unique gospel ensemble, 


“The Premiere performance in W will be held 
at Howard University's Crampton auditorium and the group will 


make other appearances throughout the city, including a benefit 
show for Change, Inc,, and s at several churches, sponsored 


by local organizations, 
CONF 
COPIES DESTROYED 
862 0CT 16 870 Exoluded 


Tee | oy let pe, cus, 


6 ) ‘ 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


: “The nation's first gospel orchestra is led by 
Ben Branch, an accomplished organist, saxophonist and arranger, 
who often accompanied Dr. King on his speaking tours. 


“Branch now leads the Operation Breadbasket ethene 
at the organization's regular Saturday services conducted by 
the Rev. Jes Sckson, national director, at Chicago's 
Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Operation Breadbasket is the economic 
‘ development program of the — Christian Leadership 
erence, 


‘Nearly 5,000 persons attend the weekly services 
to discuss plans for black community development and non- 
violent protest of discriminatory conditions, 


“The Rev. Jackson is also leading the campaign against 
hunger in the state as part of the second phase of the Poor 
People's Campaign under the direction of the Rev, Ralph 
Abernathy, SCLC president and successor to Dr, King. 


“The Breaiibasket orchestra and choir are staging 
the concerts for the benefit of the campaign. The Rev. Walter 
E. Fauntroy, SCLC coordinator in Washington, is helping to 
— the concerts with the aid of the Operation Breadbasket 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copies 


Copies of this LHM are being furnished to Atlanta and 
Mobile Offices for information. This LHM has been 
disseminated locally to military intelligence agencies, 
U. 8. Secret Service, and U. 8. Attorney, Birminghan. 
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UNITED STATF/. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1400 - 2121 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
June 3, 1969 


DEMONSTRATION BY SCLC 
BESSEMER, ALABAMA 
JUNE 2, 1969 


The following information was obtained from 


A parade permit was issued to Asbury Moward, 
_Sr., President, Bessemer Voters League, a pro-civil 
rights group, for a march to be held June 2, 1969, 
between 12 noon and 1 p.m. The group, consist ing of 
SCLC, NAACP, and other Negro groups, would march to the 
Bessemer City Hall and present a petition containing 
several demands of the Bessemer City Council. 


A gyoup consisting of between 250 and 300 
marched, beginning at 12:30 p. M, to the Bessemer City 
Hall. Hosea illiams and Perry Carlisle, also known as 
"Mobile Fats wade speeches and N approximately 3 p. n., 
the group dispersed leaving a small group of SCLC workers 
at the City Hall. 


: An unknown out-of-town Negro male claimed 
Chief\George Barron, Bessemer Police Department, kidnapped 
Voods, a member of their group. This unknown 
e said he was returning to Birmingham to look 
for Wood and if Woods could not be found, they would return 
to Bessemer and raise “some kind of hell. 
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fe advised TI an unknown 
Yegro maie and SUL ers said that they were returning 
to Birmingham to look for Woods and if Woods did not show 


d return to Bessemer and “burn the town down.” 
said that Asbury Howard, Sr., did not 
participate in this march. He said he has information Lab 


there will be a meeting in a church on lith Avenue and 
24th Street in Bessemer between 7:30 and 8 p.m. on June 2, 
1969. 


—é— that this group presented a 
petition to t ity Council in Bessemer demanding that 
the swimming pools be opened, more Negroes appointed to 
all city boards, hiring of more Negro city policemen 


and firemen, and that a Negro be hired in the City Clerk's 
Office. 


No arrests or incidents occurred during this 
march except as stated above. 


No demonstration or march was held in Bessemer, 
Alabama, on the evening of June 2, 1969. No trouble was 
contemplated by Jefferson County Sheriff's Office and 
Bessemer Police Department for Bessemer, Alabama, on 
the evening of June 2, 1969. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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SOUTH IAN LEADERSHIP 
| DEMONSTRATION BY sci „ BESSEMER, ALABAMA, JUNE SECOND, SIXTYNINE. 
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ALABAMA, DISCLOSED 
PARADE PERMIT ISSUED TO ASBURY HOWARD, SR., PRESIDENT, BESSEMER 
VOTERS LEAGUE, A PRO CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP, FOR MARCH TO BE HELD 
JUNE TWO INSTANT, BETWEEN TWELVE NOON AND ONE P.M. * 


IONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 


OF COLORED 
CONSISTING OF SCLC, ef AND OTHER NEGRO GROUPS r fo VANCE PEOPLE 


BESSEMER CITY HALL AND PRESENT PETITION CONTAINING SEVERAL DEMANDS 
OF BESSEMER CITY COUNCIL. 


— — H— 
BETWEEN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY AWD THREE HUNDR RCHED. BEGINNING A 
REC 4 60 33 994 - Mog 7 
TWELVE THIRTY P. N., SESSENER city HALL. HOSEA WILLIAMS AND PERRY 
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PAGE TWO 
THREE P.M. GROUP DISPERSED, LEAVING A SMALL GROUP OF SCLC WORKERS 


AT CITY HALL. 

AN UNKNOWN OUT OF TOWN WEGRO MALE CLAIMED CHIEF GEORGE BARROS, 
BESSEMER POLICE DEPARTMENT, KIDNAPPED VICTOR WOODS, A MEMBER OF 
THEIR GROUP. THIS UNKNOWN NEGRO MALE STATED RDTURWING 10 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA ., TO LOOK FOR WOODS AND IF THEY COULD NOT LOCATE 
HIM, THEY WOULD RETURN TO BESSEMER, ALA., AND RAISE “SOME KIND OF 


HELL.” — 
0 Dorise UNKNOWN NEGRO MALE AND SCLC WORKERS STATED [7D 


RETURNING TO BIRMINGHAM TO LOOK FOR WOODS AND IF WOODS DID zor 
SHOW UP, THEY WOULD RETURN TO BESSEMER AND “BURN THE TOWN DOWN.” 


Drei AssuRY HowARD, SR. DID WOT PARTICIPATE IW THIS 


MARCH. N bisfgD HIS INFORMATION IS THERE WILL BE A MEETING 
AT A CHURCH ON ELEVENTH AVENUE AND TWENTYFOURTH STREET BETWEEN 
SEVEN THIRTY AND EIGHT P. n., IN BESSEMER, INSTANT DATE. 

END PAGE Two 
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PAGE THREE bꝰ 
Draco tH1s Group PRESEWTED A PETITION TO THE CITY 
COUNCIL DEMANDING SWIMMING POOLS BE OPENED, MORE NEGROES APPOINTED 


TO ALL CITY BOARDS, HIRING OF MORE NEGRO POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN, 
AND A WEGRO BE HIRED IW CITY CLERK s OFFICE. 


NO ARRESTS OR INCIDENTS OCCURRED DURING MARCH. 


ADMINISTRATIVEs 


me OM POLICE OFFICERS AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE COGNIZANT. 
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Attached relates that the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference conduct 
a march in Bessemer, Alabama, on 6/2/69 
demanding Winning pools be opened, more 
Negroes appointed to all city boards, 
hiring of more Negro policemen and- 
firemen and that a Negro be hired in the 
city clerks office. Subsequently, the 
police chief was accused of kidnapping 
and/or arresting a member of the 
marching group and several of the 
demonstrators stated they would "burn 
prow town down" if this individual did 
not show up. 4 


Information Unit of Department and 
pertinent portions of attached will be 
included in a teletype summary to 
White House and other interested 
agencies. 
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934 Pp DEFERRED 6-9-69 KCH 
TO D{RECTOR, ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM (157-115) 
FROM JACKSON (137-1101 55 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) MARCH 
FROM GRENADA, MISS., TO JACKSON, MISS., JUNE NINE - 


RACIAL MATTER 
SIXTEEN SIXTYNINES Rn: 


7 R. B. COTTONREADER, PROJECT DIRECTOR, SCLC, GRENADA, 
MISS., HELD A RALLY AT THE BELL FLOWER CHURCH 1 GRENADA, 
MISS., WHERE APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY TWO PEOPLE HAD ASSEMBLED. 
AT TWELVE TWENTY P.M. COTTOWREADER BEGAN THE MARCH FROM 
GRENADA, MISS., TO JACKSON WITH SEVENTY TWO MARCHERS, ALL 
NEGROES. | THERE WERE EIGHT ADULTS AND THE REMAINDER WERE 
TEENAGE MALE AND FEMALE YOUTHS. THE GROUP WAS FOLLOWED BY A 
CARSON RENTAL TRUCK MEMPHIS, TENN., CONTAINING SUPPLIES. 


DEPART 


GRENADA PD FURWISHED SECURITY TO THE CITY LIMITS. FOR THE 
MISSISSIPPI HIGHWAY SAFETY PATROL 
REMAINDER OF THE DAY Asp UNITS SPOT-CHECKED THE * 
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PAGE Two 

ONE WEGRO FEMALE YOUTH FALWTED FROM HEAT EXHAUSTION AND 
AFTER FIRST-AID TREATMENT SHE AND SEVERAL OTHER YOUNG 
FEMALE WEGROES DROPPED FROM THE GROUP. AT THREE TEA P.M. 
TWENTY SEVEN OF THE MARCHERS GOT on THE RENTAL TRUCK AND 
WERE DRIVEN TO WINONA, APPROXIMATELY TWENTY FIVE MILES SOUTH 
OF GREWADA. AT THAT TIME THERE WERE STILL THIRTY WINE PERSONS 
CONTINUING TO MARCH SOUTH ON U.S. HIGHWAY FIFTY ONE. 


THE RENTAL TRUCK RETURNED LATER TO PICK UP THE REMAINDER 
OF THE MARCHERS AND THEY WERE DRIVEN TO WINONA. 


b70 


INCIDENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE MARCH. THERE HAVE BEEN 10 
SPECTATORS, AND NO TELEVISION OR PRESS COVERAGE. HE SAID THE 
DAY HAS BEEN VERY UNEVENTFUL FOR THE MARCHERS ALTHOUGH MANY 
OF THE MARCHERS COMPLAINED OF “SORE FEET AND HEAT EXHAUSTION 
UNDER THE HOT MISS. SUN. 

END PAGE uo 


PAGE THREE 2 
" COTTONREADER HAD EMPHASIZED BEFORE THE MARCH THAT THE 
PURPOSE OF THE MARCH WAS WOT TO FOCUS DISCONTENT OW THE 
STATE oF MISS., BUT RATHER TO FOCUS ATTENTION OW THE 
POVERTY PROGRAMS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMEST THAT ARE NOT 
SATISFACTORY. MARCH WILL CONTINUE WINE A. u., JUNE TER, 
WEXT, FROM WINONA, MISS. TO VAIDEN, MISS., VIA U.S. 
HIGHWAY FIFTY-ONE. I FORCE 
LOCAL OFFICIALS, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, OSI, AND SECRET 
SERVICE AWARE OF DEVELOPMENTS. 


R et Ih se 
H yA TELETYPE JUNE SIX, LAST. 


JACKSON WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOPEMENTS. 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


. BDL Laoag, 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


6/9/69 


Date 


Attached relates that a march from 
Grenada, Mississippi, to Jackson, 
Mississippi, sponsored by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
began on 6/9/69. The first leg of the 
march which was held without incident 
is to focus attention on the poverty 
programs of the Federal government 
which are considered unsatisfactory by 
members of the SCLC. March will continue 
on 6/10/69. 


Copy of attached sent Inter-Division 
Information Unit of Department, and 
pertinent portions of attached will be 
included in a teletype summary to White 
House and other interested agencies. 
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Washington, D. C. 20535 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


ds 

* arn Christian Leadership Conterence SCLC) Office 
located in Washington, D. C. (WDC), had moved from 1834 11th 
Street, N. V., voc, to 918 U Street, N.W., WOC, on — 

91 U 

SIFIED AND ; 
EXTENDED BY... oA 4¢:ifin Led - 
REASON FOR EXTENSION 
PE We ů))y—8Z] 


DATE OF RTV. S FOS 
DECLASSIF SATIS 65-55 _ 


1 
Exol from autonzatic 


downgrading and 
declassification 


& 
2 ae 12 wa 5 = oe ‘ > + r * 
a 10 Se oS Mw TAP Bo ms TAD SI o 5 


0 ee Pe) * * — . ae es 4 ‘ wa “) 
Dein mr a? Ot ae 


750 (2-7-79) 
© © 
6 97 : : ) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) b. with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies), 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


f00- VBBIISV-IA3 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKKKXK 
g DELETED PAGE(S) : 
FOR THIS PAGE 


/o. 


* 3 * ¢ 7 i ‘ , 
* * " ~* Sa 7 . 
o e 
r kT et hh. ea deh et ae. . r 


a , tor. EUNICATIONS SECTION | 


JUN 2 1959 * 


kon TELETYPE. 


To DI CTOR (100-4387940 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (137-1130 


DEMONSTRATIONS BY SCLC, BESSEMER, ALABAMA, JUNE SECOND, SIXTYNINWE. 


8 9 D ang 


OY loon BIRMINGHAM TEL THIS DATE. 


0 


i DDr oiscros ro MEETING SCHEDULED FoR BESSENER, ALA. 


JUNE SECOND INSTANT WOT HELD. zo DEMONSTRATION OR MARCH HELD BESSEMER, 
ALABAMA EVENING OF JUNE TWO INSTANT. 0 TROUBLE CONTEMPLATED BY 


JEFFERSON COUNTY SO OR BESSEMER PD FOR BESSEMER, ALABAMA EVENING (= 
JUNE TWO sae TEE 


AIRMAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND MOBILE. 


ADMI WI STRATIVEs * o- 439 77 9 are 7 


LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES COGNIZANT. MILITARY AGENCIES 


Gam — — 


BEING ADVISED. LHM FOLLOWS. ae ; 


END 2S Jun 11 1269 


pie ALL INFOKMATION CONTAINED — 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
FBI WASH DC DATE 10-29 _ BY S CPA yaeni sl 


SAN C oy ad 


FD-3. (Kev, 5-22-64) 


* 
* * 1 


0 74 a He 


CLASSIFIED (> 2 „el 
e ee ad i 4 
dare OF REVIEW FOR 6-6: , 9/63 


7 i DAT 
it th folluv 
Transmit thd ollow/ ire war on — os coll 


pst 571 
4 ai ity) 


- = „% a= @p aD ame @e 
* 


\ 


a8 


DIRECTOR, FEZ (1200-28795 


SAC, RR vol. 
Some Cue sTIAd tees cee ber 
rere Secu Cem. 


— 


ebe TAsre are ene see for die n 1 of an 
— conteinin: int peg pi r 6/5/63 ehteinca 
freu a comfarente of SCIC efficizen | — 2 * IJ Winni on th 
S882 % iich vas cence f with & eonterlet:. 2 SCLC ecviow or 
feoue of “its aer ( 


: RS 
[A Aen. 1 


wre|au (7218. 18 
c- A A erte (100-572 . 9 ge 
2- Tir. 11h weak K 2) (pis) 
- Trekker 1 5 2) (PI 
2- Hobile (Sneis. 27 1 
2 VFagu in- ton Fielcée (Zn: 8. 2) (p32) 2 
he Hew York (100-1111890 (STA Ene 7 (13 
le 1: York (20 511537355 eim!) oud lib. 33 LY e ä 
Qe Het: Yorks (l., tka Le ee | 
oe | latter; ACS, 2. 26. Sr _ JUN 7 1969 

ee, 


1 9 Ph: Refer 
2 228 6138794 June 


I 
2 


N. 2817 


N J 


HEREIN 18 


? ee | 
* is * 8 

1 : 
UNITE ‘STATES DEPARTMENT OF Drier 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF a ) 


New York New York 
6, 1969 


11 
ny 100 149194 2 


1 10 CLASSIFIED AR 56 Urals. 


TENDED 
SO ASON FOR EXTENSION = 8 


u. 1-2.42 
DATE OF REVIEW FOR f. . 87 


SIFICATION...0-4 
dert. c- unit In: Li trat ion of the 


660 Southern Christian Leacerehi 
SY  Confsrcnec (S) 
: 53570 Interre] Security - Co niet 


A confidential source, who has 
in the pest, learucd on Jene 5, 1859, that a 
wes held Of Sci fuss ion rig: L. en Licluds4 
SLC RE:. accu. 


* 8 e Fre. “5 605 ab a: : ie 
„ Festc cat. Vt LIF 2 Cs 851 C tative in 
N . = * Lr CUON OF ee 
1 122. G. rigen. 
F 
Recor. , th. nowee, tus ri: eier! toe of 
*g dn d CLS er.: Or & 8084 SCL action da in 
r — 7. . te e the cini cn 
setzvit: on hunt, r ehouloe b 2 ynised in locel cox unities 
Dorf bl on a stete level vut th:¢ tray should only drings; 
tELLVS group to s une, ton, D.C. Et an approprict e 


C repref. G. 
1122. io Wes Oppcecc do bringine lesce rsabers of prosle to 


nists FC rolie: 


Mr. 

J.nd ro: Yorn s felt thet they nesd to bring tne 
evicaticn of the prolic to the issue and suggests t? tine of 
etout July firet. isc said they could co wat Eoses 7111 1015 
lias ple. ed, e p. og -to- pop tour, end try to get local 
Commi tics stirecd us to send 8.811 Gclezetions of nir om 


to esl. 1I. 3 cn, D.C. at a given tins. 
cortain Ke al etrines and net only reiss th: hu. ger iesus bat 
ETLCO whet Ia pr. 1 de charles don; South Ccrol ina hospital 


workers Strine. 


“nis coer; -- it contains Haithar 
n 1:or conclusic::s 
r tun FBI. It Is the property 
of tr. FBI ani is lounsd to your . 
PGLCY$ it end ide contents are 


2. L 


8:06 Cu De Cistribuntz:i Gutsics 
Your essncy. 


COPIES DESTROYED . 
862 0CT 16 87 


2 


N 


He saié tney eculdò sleek 


POOR QUALITY ORIGINAL 


Chuzunist Infiltration of the . 
Southern Christian * 1 ‘ 
Cont erence , 


Walter Fauntroy statcd that enything planned for 4 
Hach ington must be well tirad. He said that victory can bo 
ex tuls year on the unger Lesus ond not 2 tat ha has 
0 15288118 scheaul ed with “ic Govern's pogplie“ on June 6, 
, 1975, te. direuss when, if et all, pressures eheuld be browcht 
5 in .„ezhing tom. He ssid he would like to sc a conesntration | 

is) t. % On Circe OF Gis Liveliest ces.unitics they have in 

J. I zit i ens n Hie scia tha id.:a of E b lS-to- 
emilee tour epyctlcs to hir but only ef r the SCLC hod finalized 
9 victory in Cherleston, South Czroling. 


: 1 Stenlew Levison praised Feuyt ver rt nant and | 
7. es hes tindpe 1 Heztcandb. He esic ¢cetivicy, carla so 
= Ge. Sha AGEL SL CG... — 24122 Rr. S326 Caen ec. ni vy 1 t: 122 

. = ee r Bd eulegccttd aco even 


Siren. t TIVLS Hot i . Y thet tice vowle te pe Preben. in 
K : ä 


eee, ee ene, nen on: 0 55101. 
G9 tus nn nn ae 1.710 acerca, POUL, 2 . Of r 
being Leridi-: :. t. d nd Levicon r never ecrecing witia 11: 
VC 8 ves Tie re OF pressere statins thee ect len hes ade 
— 2 SM, tirk pooulea e:: rebdy, 80 fur chr ecvocatec br ing ing 
8 un t. 3. 0% pole te Veshineten, Du. Ke ele h. 20 to be action 
\ 


Oriontrice ead nal tut his plen calls for mcrenins on ditzerend 


3 Stat: ces jtuls, erecselis inercasing the ner unt 11 they 7 
ee Poh € tors] of 27Cu exc then bringin them to Veshingven, D.C 


11112 us for en egrescive approcch ela 1:13 


ee thet l. L.. ck people tre wn escinst the wall an are rer dy to Go 
ee. te Ja 11 be the hug. ars of thousands. i 
at Thin : other berticinarts opposcd VWilliens position 
= ang Aucrre > ay Bustusted e middle Ground epproach. He saia | 
| trey went th: , Guaricsten victory to be clectr cut end bslicves 
| tr can heve lecel ectivity in AJabera end N18 188 1821, | 


rs) 


1 


— — ae 


* 
Communist Infiltration of the 


Southern Christian Leacership 
Conference 


then rarches on the state cepitals. We added thst, at en ö a 
appropricte tims, staff members could move into Mississippi 
and filevania to cain nationel attention. 


Williams thet ti:ey would ncet the naxt day to discuss the 


At the conclusion of the conference Young told | 
maeticr further end would elso Ciscugs it over tre weekend. 4 


at 2 22 8 


* „* 
115 12-45 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Attached pertains to a discussion of 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) march in Washington 
among staff members and Stanley Levison, 
SCLC advisor and a secret Communist Party 
member until at least 1963. There is a 
difference of opinion en the march, but 
Levison and majority favored bringing a 
representative group (100 representatives 
were mentioned) to Washington, D. C., at 


the appropriate time, possibly in July. 
Plans are to be further discussed late 


Attached being furnished to Inter- 
ivision Information Unit, the Internal 
Security Division and the Civil Rights 
ivision of the Department, the Army, 
Secret Service and General Services 


ini tration. (A 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Birminghaa, Alabama 


6 6, 1969 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITY OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
BEGINNING JUNE 9, 1969 | 


LI 


; Hose é. FA AG .9 0% 


Hoses’ Williams, Official of the Southern Christian /)/ /j 
Leadersiip Coffference (SCLC) mailed a brochure recently to 
friends and fellow workers in the SCLC entitled "SCLC's 
Snd Chapter of the Poor People’s Campaign Hunger March on 
Washington”. This brochure set forth the dates of arrival | 
and departure of the caravan which is allegedly being 
formed to participate in marches. This brochure is being 
made an enclosure for the various offices involved and is 
self-explanatory. 


Cc 
eee 
racial a y » advised on June 6, 1969, that 


b. 


he feels that the SCLC mrches my fail because (1) lack 
of local support and (2) lack of finances. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Birminghas, Alabam 
June 6, 1969 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND ACTIVITY OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE BEGINNING JUNE 9, 1969 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Letterhead menorandun dated 
June 6, 1969. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document containe neither recommendctions act conclusicas of the FBI. It 
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Deleted under exemption(s) b/ : with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies). 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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> DIRECTOR, FBI (100-4386 DATE: 6/12/69 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies 
2 copies of an LHM dated as above and captioned, 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE", 


Enclosed LHM has been disseminated locally by WFO 


to the AUSA, WDC; U.S. Secret Service, and interested military 
intelligence agencies, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington, D.C. 20535 
June 12, 1969 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONF ERENCE 


ecently made availa a copy 
communication dated May 6, 1969, captioned "WOMEN STRIKE FOR 
PEACE, NATIONAL OFFICE, 2140 P Street, N. u., Washington, D. C.“ 
and directed to "WSP groups and contacts”, The document is a 
petition asking the United States Congress to designate 
January 15 a national holiday in memory of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., former president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), A copy of this 
petition is attached hereto, 


The Women Strike for Peace (WSP) is a national 
women's organization which, in the past, has demonstrated 
against nuclear testing, the war in Vietnam and the draft, 
More recently they have demonstrated against the “military- 
industrial complex” and chemical-biological er pe — 
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“OMEN STRIKE fog PEACE 
NATIONAL OFFICE e 
2140 p Street, N. u. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Tel. (202) 293-2020 May 6, 1969 


TO: WSP crogos and contacts 


S “cee U 


SCLC has asked WSP to duplicate and dis tribute petit ions throughout the 
„ country"asserting that the Congress act on making January 15, Dr. King’s birthday, 
a a national holiday. On July 4th of this year, Or. Ralph pbernathy will take to 
Congress millions of sianatures to prompt Congress into action." 


Below is a copy of their petition for duplication. Return them in time for 
the July 4th action to: Tom Houck, . 334 Auburn Avenue, N. E. Atlanta, 6a. 30303. 


0 THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
We, the undersianed, do hereby petition you to use the influence and instruments - 
of your good offices to immediately pass legislation makina January 15th a National 
Leqal Holiday in memory and in honor of that areat American and world statesman, 
Or. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


HANE : , ADDRESS CITY 


Return to: SCLC Submitted by: — 1 Strike for Peace 
334 Auburn Ave., N. E. 2140 P Street, R. . 
Atlanta, Ga. 30303 Mashington, D D.C. 20037 
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Re Birmingham ere to Bureau, WFO, Atlanta 
and Mobile, 6/3/69. 
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Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eleven copies 
of LHM reflecting information developed at Mobile, Alabama, 
concerning a proposed arch to Montgomery, Alabama, and then 
to Washington, D. C., beginning June 10, 1969. Two copies of 
an FD-376 are also enclosed to Bureau. Each receiving office 
is being furnished an, information copy of LH. In addition, 
the Letterhead Memo being disseminated to local . 
agencies and U. 8. — Mobile, 
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FD-376 (Rey. 4-25-68) 


ce, ‘fe 
UNF J STATES DEPARTMENT or, tice 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


In Reply, * 1 WASHINGTON, b. c. 20833 
ru. N. 3 June 6, 1969 ‘ 
Dire 
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 


Washington, D. C. 20220 
Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1. O Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. 8., because of his official status. 


2. U Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. | 


3. O Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 


4. U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. 8. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 


5. MW Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 


(a) U Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) U Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(e) D Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 


6. DO Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph [O has been furnished [OJ enclosed [O is not available 
(_} may be available through 


Very truly yours, 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) (Ru) 
U. 8. Secret Service, Mobile 


Enclosure (es) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 


— 


o™ Tord ern =f nf oe 142 rr * > ere awe TS Vs e%” * — 7 ky — . * * 21 = Se * o>: 2 1 ‘ie . 
5 3 a ee os pa. wis : Der Se SPL ASS say See bet bat ae Mod! Fe ha og: the eee Tage aie Ve ww ye? NX . 8 
JJ... ] ¹¹ . „„ eee 


At 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Mobile, Alabama 
June 6, 1969 


FWH. 


PROPOSED MARCH BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE TO MONTGOMERY, 
ALABAMA, AND WASHINGTON, D. C., 
BEGINNING JUNE 10, 1969 


The June 5, 1969, issue of the Mobile Register, 

a daily newspaper published at Mobile, Alabama, reported on 

a meeting the night of June 4, 1969, of Neighborhood Organized 
, Workers (NOW), Mobile, Ala „It is noted that NOW is a 
local, predominantly Negro, organization which is affiliated 
with Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC) of 

— Atlanta, Georgia. 


This article reported at the NOW meeting of June 4, 
1969, one of the speakers was JOEY WILLIAMS, an SCLC organizer, 
who talked concerning poverty and a march to Montgomery, 
ae Alabama. He said that the SCLC was planning marches from 
5 four cities on the State Capitol in Montgomery. He identified 
those cities as Mobile, Tuscaloosa, Anniston, and Dothan, 
The purpose of the march is to present grievances over the 
State welfare system, Governor ALBERT BREWER, and the heads 
of each major department of the State. 
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/ here 
had been about 200 people in attendance his NOW meeting 
the night of June 4, 1969. He said that during his talk, 
JOEY WILLIAMS said that they wanted 100 people from Mobile 
to march to Montgomery, Alabama, beginning Tuesday, June 10, | 
1969. WILLIAMS claimed in his speech that more than the 100 | 
wanted to participate but they were going to take only 100. | 
He said that they would march to Montgomery, Alabama, and then 
later to Birmingham, Atlanta, Georgia, and on to Washington, 
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— D. C., but he did not give any details of the march activity. 
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Informant said that no one was identified as being among the 
group expected to march at Mobile. | 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor b) 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 


loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


